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What an unforgettable day it was! On Tuesday, 15th October 2019 
40 young and excitable Grade 7 pupils from Waterfall Preparatory 
School congregated on the corridors outside their classrooms anxiously 
waiting to leave for their outreach trip to Siyajabula Pre-School, one 
of Focus on iThemba’s ten partnering ECD centres. As part of their 
entrepreneurs day, the Grade 7s were challenged to allocate a portion of 
their total profit to Focus on iThemba’s ECD Programme. These young 
entrepreneurs managed to raise an incredible R 3,119.45 which was 
allocated towards teacher and business training. Today, they were going 
to see the fruits of their generosity!

Arriving at the school, the group received a warm greeting from Buyi 
Ngongoma, Principal and Owner of Siyajabula as she proudly introduced 
them to all her teachers and supporting staff. Waterfall Preparatory 
learners were then encouraged to break up into smaller groups and join 
in on the learning activities of the 3 age groups.

Siyajabula Pre-School partnered with Focus on iThemba in 2012 
where they became one of the first centres to benefit from our ECD 
Programme. The school houses 50 bright young learners aged 4 months 
to 5 years old, 4 ECD trained teachers and 1 cook.

Waterfall Schools have enjoyed a fruitful relationship with Siyajabula for 
a number of years and we are always so encouraged by the beautiful 
exchange of joy and happiness when these two worlds meet.

 

#ContagiousJoy
A blossoming Relationship

Feel
Good

Story!

“When the big day finally arrived I 
was overjoyed.  We were entrepre-
neurs finally going to Siyajabula to 
see where the money we donated 
was being used.  When we arrived we 
were given a talk about the school 
and we learnt about its history.  It 
was amazing to hear how much it 
has changed and improved over the 
years.  We met the toddlers first and 
they were so adorable and friend-
ly.  The older kids were so sweet 
and we played fun games with them 
and learnt their names.  All the 
kids were amazing, but the best 
part of the trip for me was seeing 
the babies.  We fed and played with 
them.  At the end of our visit, we 
said our goodbyes and thanked the 
staff for having us.  I learnt a lot of 
valuable lessons on the trip, like how 
to be grateful for all that we have.  
I think I speak on behalf of all the 
grade sevens when I say we are very 
happy to be making a difference by 
donating our money and we are so 
excited to have been a part of the 
amazing work that is being done by 
Focus on iThemba.”
  Grade 7 Pupil

Waterfall Preparatory School



     

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Focus on iThemba believes in the power of education and more research is highlighting 
the significance of the first five years of a child’s life in terms of crucial brain 
development. Early childhood development is everyone’s business!
We currently work alongside ten Pre-Schools in the Valley of 1000 Hills and Molweni 
areas to help facilitate the best start for these boys and girls. Research suggests that 
one of the greatest returns of investment in education is in the ECD area.

• Our model aims to upgrade existing Pre-Schools to become sustainable   
 enterprises and registered with the Department of Social Development
• The children will receive quality and elevating ECD care enabling them   
 to thrive at later Foundation Phase Schooling. The areas we focus on include:  
 age-appropriate cognitive stimulation, a structured daily routine and highliting  
 the importance of enhancing fine and gross motor skills.
• The Principals and teachers will receive support, training and mentorship.  
 This in turn increases self-confidence, self-belief and earning potential.

#LifeAlteringPositiveChange
Our Pillars

iTHEMBA SCHOLARS PROGRAMME

From 2016 the iThemba Scholars program was initiated where full scholarships 
are offered to attend Waterfall Schools to learners from our ECD partners who 
demonstrate the potential to thrive academically. Located on our inspiring iThemba 
Campus, Waterfall Schools, encompassing Waterfall Pre-Primary, Preparatory and 
College, offer quality education from 12 months to Grade 12. These co-educational 
independent centres of excellence provide holistic education with a caring, innovative 
and personalised approach interwoven with Christian values, community outreach 
initiatives and affordability. The schools are members of ISASA (Independent 
Schools Association of South Africa). In 2019, ten children from Grades 000 to 5 
are supported within the programme. In addition,  three iThemba foster children 
are completing their schooling at Waterfall Schools. Through the support of forward 
thinking donors and friends, the Fund aims to support an additional two scholars each 
year. Our objective is to continue to fundraise for the iThemba Scholars Education 
Fund to ensure sustainability for this dynamic programme. Ultimately the aim 
is to have 30 scholars in the programme - two per grade. These life-changing 
scholarships cover 100% tuition, stationery and books.

Click here to watch our ECD Video!

Click here to watch our Scholar Video!

https://youtu.be/C-C10YSrXn4
https://youtu.be/gLk58Y7g6dU
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#GrowingHeartsandMinds
Agents of Change

We believe in the potential of every child, the significance of quality education and investing in children as we Grow Hearts 
and Minds. We value the partnership of every friend and donor in providing bridges of hope for life-altering positive change 
by investing in children through quality education.

Pop over to our website to find out how you

can become a Hero of Hope!

http://www.focusonithemba.org

