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Our team recently had the privilege of talking to the bright and beautiful 
scholars of Waterfall Preparatory at their assembly last Wednesday.
Great delight and interest was shown in the partnership we have with 
ten local Pre-Schools and the recent infrastructural upgrade of Project 
Joy. Many were also pleased to hear that we support ten scholars with-
in the iThemba Scholars Programme at Waterfall Schools. As Waterfall 
Schools’ non-profit partner, we have committed to investing in quality 
education and collaborate with the trio of schools on providing bridges of 
hope by investing in children through quality education. 

#LifeAlteringPositiveChange
iThemba Scholars Programme

What’s 
Been
Happening

“Waterfall Prep is extremely excit-
ed and committed to embrace the 
iThemba Scholars Programme. 
The programme aligns with our 
school values and our goal to make 
a positive and tangible impact in 
the lives of children who reside in 
our nearby communities.”

  Brad Cooper
Headmaster at Waterfall Preparatory School

From the classroom: Junior Primary Art
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Early Childhood Development - Teacher Training
#ProvidingBridgesOfHope

Credit: Rikki Thoresson-Illbury and 
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“The Natal Early Learning Resource Unit (NELRU) is very 
proud to have been associated with Focus on iThemba with 
ECD Teacher Training.

NELRU is an accredited Pre-School Teacher Training organi-
zation and also acts as an upliftment and resource centre for 
the disadvantaged communities all over KwaZulu Natal. We 
work in under-privileged areas promoting pre-school education, 
upgrading crèches, setting up educational programmes, provid-
ing in-service training, running lecture courses, workshops etc. 

NELRU has been in partnership with Focus on iThemba since 
2012 with providing early childhood training and upgrading to 
educare workers and centres supported by Focus on iThemba.   

We have worked closely with teachers on different courses, 
which include our Basic Educare, Baby and Toddler, Orienta-
tion, and Level 4 Courses. Each course is tailored to suit the 
needs of teachers attending. It is indeed a wonderful experi-
ence for both us as a training provider and the students. 

Our training at the Centre involves the theoretical aspect as 
well as practical simulations on a variety of topics. We provide 
in-service training where we observe and assess students at 
their sites. We also assist them with classroom arrangement 
and general upliftment.

This has been a very rewarding journey and a joy to see the 
teachers grow in their self-esteem and self-confidence from 
their newly acquired skills, and in forming a solid foundation 
for the later development of the children in their care, and a 
love and understanding of Literacy, Numeracy & Life Skills.”

Diana Straw 
Director at Natal Early Learning Unit (NELRU)

Focus on iThemba is fortunate to be celebrating seven years of 
partnership with The Natal Early Learning Resource Unit (NELRU), an 
accredited Pre-School Teacher Training Organization based in Durban. 
We recognise the immense value of their work as we see quality Early 
Childhood Development being practiced in the classroom. 

“NELRU Training has played a big role in my Pre-School and it empow-
ers us as individuals to improve the way we teach. In 10 years’ time, I 
see myself running a well-developed school in my community, where 
the children can speak fluently in English and isiZulu.” Mrs Mncube, 
Embo Child Educare Centre
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Providing Bridges of Hope
Project Joy - Official Opening Highlights

“Container World has been privileged 
to be a part of the collaboration 
initiated by Focus on iThemba, in 
which there can be an assurance 
of children receiving excellent and 
ongoing early childhood development 
care.”

Sandy Watt
CSI Manager at Container World

Oh what a joyful morning it was! The 1st of August 2019 marked an im-
portant milestone in the lives of many as it denoted the official opening 
celebration of Bonisiwe Gwala’s newly upgraded Pre-School, Entokozwe-
ni, located in an area called Kwa-Nqetho, just 5kms outside of Hillcrest. 
Over 60 guests, including the Chief of Kwa-Nqetho, Mr. Mbengu, wore 
bright joyful colours and came together to celebrate the true power a col-
laborative dream. Part of the morning included heart-warming speeches, 
a performance from the little learners and cutting of the orange ribbon to 
commemorate the special occasion. Pop over to our website to read more 
about the events of the opening. http://www.focusonithemba.org/collabo-
ration-results-joyful-pre-school-opening/ 

To see a glipmse of the joy that was experienced, please click on the image below.

“Love and kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference.” 
           
                  Barbara DeAngelis

http://youtu.be/ZXVvYM5dpvY
http://www.focusonithemba.org/collaboration-results-joyful-pre-school-opening/  
http://www.focusonithemba.org/collaboration-results-joyful-pre-school-opening/  

