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#AgentsOfChange
Say Hello To
#ProjectStar

The space in which NPOs operate is challenging as there are often no easy, straight-forward
		

solutions. If there were a simple path to follow there wouldn’t be such an immense need for
intervention! There is undeniable evidence that the first five years of a child’s life is crucial
to brain development. In order to secure a solid foundation for future learning and growth, it
is vitally important that children receive the necessary care, stimulation and nutrition during
these early years. While we need to be looking at Early Childhood Development through
the lens of socio-economic prosperity and the recognized results it has for the stability of
a Country, ECD is also about the protection and promotion of a child’s wellbeing. There
are countless children in the communities on our doorstep whose welfare is sadly being
compromised due to insufficient ECD.
Focus on iThemba’s Educare Programme has committed to facilitating another structural
upgrade where at the start of 2020, we partnered with Inkanyezi Pre-School, otherwise
referred to as Project Star, to bring transformation and quality ECD care to the classroom.
Following the transformation journeys of Project Joy (2019) and Project Bright (2017),
Project Star will mirror the model that contributed to the success of each of the previous
structural upgrades.

#THENEED
Established in 2008, Inkanyezi Pre-School’s learning facilities currently comprise of two
Wendy houses, with only one being used as a classroom as the other is in a very dilapidated
condition. To add to this, a major disadvantage is that children and staff have access to only
one toilet and tap on the property, not only making the conditions non-conducive to quality
learning but also a great health concern. In addition, the outdoor play equipment, which is
vital for the development of a child’s gross motor skills, is in disrepair.

#THEPLAN
The plan is to mirror the successful Project Joy and Bright models by using recycled shipping containers for three classroom spaces for each age group (3: 6m x 5m in size) one for
toilets, one for a kitchen space, while the other two are for housing an office and storage
facility. The model ensures an educational environment where over 50 children are given
the opportunity to shine.
Improvements will also include new classroom educational kits, kitchen facilities, outdoor
play equipment and improved access to the Pre-School.
Speaking about the value of true collaboration and partnership, Donor Relations Manager
at Focus on iThemba, Tayla-Anne Goss says, “Our team are incredibly blessed with another
opportunity to collaborate with donors and partners in facilitating life-altering transformation
through a third Pre-School Upgrade.” Goss went on to say, “We have seen the remarkable
impact that the Project Joy and Project Bright initiatives made on the lives of principals,
teachers and children and we look forward to the promise this brings for Project Star as
well.”
Organisations or individuals that would like to support this life-altering transformation project
are encouraged to contact us on 031 710 1800 or tayla@focusonithemba.org.

#NurturingBrightFutures
Unearthing Potential
#ValuingQualityEducation
At the start of this year we welcomed two new faces into our iThemba Scholars Programme!
Our team celebrates the growth of our life-changing programme as 2020 marks its fourth
year of supporting highly capable boys and girls, who from our partnering ECD Centres, have
been awarded donor-funded scholarships to attend Waterfall Schools.
With term 1 having come to a close, we received an update of our two newest ones in Grade
000 and couldn’t be more happy with their progress!

- I have developed good fine and gross motor skills.
- I love to play outside, especially zooming around the cycle track.
- I know my shapes and colours and can count to 20.
- I can hop, jump and crawl well.
- I have completed a 12 piece puzzle

- I love art!
- I can hop, jump and walk along the low balance beam.
- I can count up to 16.
- I have completed a 6 to 8 piece puzzle.
- I enjoy my class activities and love to play with my friends.

On 28 January 2020 we celebrated the opening of Waterfall College’s Victor Daitz Centre; a
double-story classroom block with facilities that will accommodate Grade 9 and 10 registration
classes, English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, and Geography lessons, as well as a drama studio and
stage! It is a joy to bear witness to the fruits of Focus on iThemba’s partners in campus
development. We wish Waterfall College many productive and rewarding years in this beautiful
new Centre!
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#FutureShapers
Whats Happening In Our
#iThembaEducareProgramme
It has been a busy start to the year for our ECD Monitor and ten partnering Pre-Schools. As the
African Proverb aptly puts, it takes a village to raise a child, we are certainly blessed with friends
and partners who share our vision of Growing Hearts and Minds by invesing in children through
quality education.

#TEACHERTRAINING
Thanks to the support of forward-thinking donors, we are able to send selected teachers from
our partnering Pre-Schools to the Natal Early Learning Resource Unit (NELRU) to complete ECD
focused courses including: NQF Level 4 and in Orientation Course. We are also blessed to be
able to support Bright Zondi, Principal at Project Bright, with the completion of her NQF Level 5 at
Embury Institute for Higher Education.

#PROJECT DELIGHT
Tears of joy filled the eyes of Buyisiwe Ngongoma, principal of Siyajabula Community Creche and
Pre-school as she stood to receive a cheque of R60 000 towards the development of a Grade R
classroom from AVON Justine on Thursday, 5 March.
Focus on The Family Africa have partnered with us in facilitating a workshop focused on
implementing effective parenting practices. These interactive workshops aim to equip and
empower parents to raise highly capable children.

#PROJECTFAITH
This growing school, with its spacious grounds and well-kept, luscious vegetable garden, is the
venue for a Permaculture Course. The 3 month course, thanks to the sponsorship of COntainer
World, is facilitated by Sow To Live, a local organisation with a heart for educating people about
safe and sustainable gardening. The course aims to empower local community members, like
Project Faith, with theoretical and practical knowledge of permaculture and sustainable gardening!

Help us Help our Pre-Schools
In light of current events concerning COVID-19 and the importance of practicing healthy hygiene habits, we are appealing
for donations of hand sanitizers for our 10 partnering Pre-Schools. If you feel moved to support, we welcome donations in
the form of sanitizers which can be dropped off at our offices. Alternatively, a monetary donation up to the value of R100
will be greatly appreciated. Friends who would like to donate can do so via Zapper or our website.

DONATE VIA ZAPPER USING YOUR PHONE

DONATE VIA WEBSITE
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Talk to us:
Tayla-Anne Goss, Team Leader
Tel: +27 (0) 31 710 1800 072 434 5519
iThemba Campus, Jacob House,
111 Ngwele Road, Hillcrest, 3610, South Africa
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www.facebook.com/focusonithemba
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