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“Creating the right educational path
from an early age is our passion”
- Tayla Goss, Focus on iThemba Team Leader
Dear friends,

		

Investing in education is
a foundation for
economic prosperity.

The end of the year brings no greater
joy than the opportunity to express
to you season’s greetings and good
wishes.

excitement,

2020 is certainly a year we will never forget.
For many, it has been a year of change, decision
making and adapting, but for the iThemba team, it has also been one of
much excitement, hope, gratitude and celebration.
We have remained united in our programmes to achieve our vision,
mission and goals, promoting and strengthening the collaborations we
found to be so powerful over the last few months. We were fortunate
to facilitate short-term COVID-19 relief projects whereby we delivered
over a thousand food parcels to families in need and delivered PPE and
sanitizers to our ten partnering Early Childhood Development Centres in
the Embo Valley so that they could open their school doors safely.
As I look towards 2021, I am excited to continue to inspire a love for
learning amongst all we reach and facilitate high quality education
that empowers young children to be agents of change in their own
communities. Creating the right educational path from an early age is
our passion and we give thanks for partners like you who allow us to
continue to make a meaningful and lasting impact.
May your Christmas and New Year be filled with joy, laughter and
prosperity, and I hope that you and your families remain safe during the
holiday season.

WHAT DO THE
STATS SAY?
1. www.gov.za/about-sa/education
2. Centre for Risk Analysis South Africa
3. Social stratification in South Africa 2017
(2017)

5.5%

Quick Fact 1
Percentage
of illiterate
adults over
20 years old

49%

4.2%

Quick Fact 2 Quick Fact 3
South African
monthly
income
(p/person)
less than $25
(R382)

Percentage of
Grade 1 students
that pass Grade 12
maths with 50% or
higher

Together we are stronger
Tayla Goss

Exciting Staff News!
Warmest congratulations to Tayla and Bryce Goss
on the news of their pregnancy! We are brimming
with excitement for them and wish them well
for the journey of parenthood!
Baby Goss is due early Feb 2021.
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2020 Highlights
Our iThemba Programmes
#growingheartsandminds

iThemba Educare
Programme

Ten Partner Pre-Schools - over 650 children
What a year it has been for our iThemba Educare Community! While we
(0 - 5 years)
cannot deny the truth that 2020 was, and will forever be, a year remembered
world-wide for its COVID-19 related challenges, we cannot help but appreciate the good that
was birthed from it.

Our impact

Recognising that a child’s education is only as good as their educator’s, we partner with
teacher training experts, NELRU, to facilitate quality Early Childhood Development training
to the teachers of our partner Pre-Schools. Through the generosity of like-minded and likehearted donors, we were able to send a number of teachers from our partner Pre-Schools to
NELRU to receive training in Basic Educare, Orientation, Baby and Toddler care and NQF
Level 4 courses. Unfortunately, training took a break over the course of lockdown, so our
teachers were delighted to resume their respective courses when regulations permitted in
July.
Our ECD Monitor was able to resume her ordinary duties of mentoring, observing, monitoring
and guiding, upon the re-opening of Pre-Schools in August. We take this opportunity to
recognise her for the tireless effort she put into keeping our iThemba Educare community
connected and encouraged over the course of lockdown - a difficult feat to say the least. Her
role in acting as our ‘hands and feet’ in the valley is instrumental to the operations of our
programme and it is a role that she executes very well.

TEACHER TRAINING
NQF Level 5 Course at
Embury College
NQF Level 4 Course at NELRU
ORIENTATION Course at NELRU

*PROJECT STAR
(4th Transformation Project)
Building commenced
end November 2020
Phase 1 will near completon
end of January 2021
Phase 1 cost: R1.6m
*See more on Pg 6

In addition to the support we usually provide to our partner Pre-Schools, our team, in
response to the lockdown regulations imposed by Government, offered them need-specific
support.

OUR FOOD RELIEF INITIATIVE
We were grateful for the opportunity to have been able to support our iThemba Educare
community in the fight against the affects of COVID-19.
With the strict enforcement of a Level 5, 4 and 3 lockdown earlier this year, many families
were not permitted to return to work with some having the misfortune of losing their jobs as a
result of COVID-19. No work meant no pay, no pay meant financial insecurity and financial
insecurity meant no food on the table.
Lead by Tayla-Anne Goss, the iThemba team endeavored to provide food relief to the families
of our iThemba Educare community. Through the generosity of a number of donors, over a
thousand households received food aid - a testimony to the profound impact of kindness.
Food items in the parcels included assorted beans, cooking oil, rice, maize meal, salt, sugar,
instant porridge, soup mix, soya mince, multi-purpose soap and toilet paper.
A large portion of our energy went into carefully planning the systematic distribution and
collection of parcels at every distribution point to ensure we facilitated a smooth and safe
collection process.The role of our ECD monitor, Busi Khumalo, was instrumental in ensuring
that safe and controlled measures were being properly observed.
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“It is in our hands to make a better
world for all who live in it.”
- Nelson Mandela

Sowing
Seeds of
Kindness
“Thank you to Focus on iThemba
and all the donors who contributed
towards PPE for my school. Because
of your kindness, we can safely open
our school doors again. My teachers are
happy to be back in their classrooms
and the children are excited to be
back at school- this makes me very
happy! God bless you!”

OUR MANDELA DAY INITIATIVE
While the news that Pre-Schools could physically reopen under Lockdown
level 3 was welcomed, the requirements around the reopening posed a
great financial challenge to them. COVID-19 regulations, set out by the
Departments of Health and Social Development, stipulated that schools
could only reopen provided they had sufficient Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE), proper COVID-19 protocols in place and were issued
with a compliance certificate. For many community schools, Early
Childhood Development Centres included, these requirements threatened
the possibility of their reopening, as their financial position did not allow
for such expenses.
In conjunction with Mandela Day, the iThemba team fundraised to provide
our ten partner Pre-Schools with PPE to ultimately ensure the safe and
compliant reopening of the schools. PPE items included hand sanitizers,
surface sanitizers, temperature thermometer guns, cleaning aids, mask
washing systems, masks (child and adult), cloths, disinfectant wipes and
various other hygiene items. Included in our support was our ECD monitor
providing the staff of each school with training on the proper use of the
items and also the tailoring of COVID-19 protocols to suit the needs of
the school.

Bonisiwe Gwala
Principal of Entokozweni Pre-School
(Project Joy)

Setting up COVID-19
protocols for children
to come back to
school safely!
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Say Hello To
Project Star!

Click here

Focus on iThemba’s 4th Transformation Project

to view the
Virtual Tour!

“I am overjoyed! Really, I cannot put into words how grateful I am to have been
given this opportunity to make a life-changing difference to my school. Thank
you Focus on iThemba. My heart is happy!”
These are the words of Cynthia Cibane, owner and principal of Inkanyezi PreSchool, based in Madameni, just outside Hillcrest. Local non-profit, Focus on
iThemba, welcomed Cynthia and her school into their Educare Programme at
the start of the year as recipients of the organisation’s 4th transformation project.
“With the collaboration of forward-thinking donors, we aim to facilitate
transformation of the school to ensure an environment conducive to growth,
teaching and learning,” said Tayla-Anne Goss, Team Leader at Focus on
iThemba.
Inkanyezi Pre-School, referred to as ‘Project Star’ has learning facilities that
currently pose a health and safety concern. Their ablutions consist of only one
toilet and tap for staff and children, and among other concerns, out of the two
wendy houses on the property, only one is being used as a classroom because
the other is in a very dilapidated condition.
Cynthia Cibane

Focus on iThemba, together with the support and partnership of a number of
donors, have successfully completed three transformation projects of a similar
nature, the most recent being ‘Project Joy’ in 2019. The transformation model
involves converting bright and colourful shipping containers into sturdy pieces
of infrastructure, to not only enhance durability but provide the school with a
safe and welcoming space.
The containers will accommodate space for 3 classrooms, ablutions for adult and
children, a kitchen, office and storage. Among other exciting improvements the
school will benefit from educational kits, an aesthetic outdoor turf, a sustainable
vegetable garden, outdoor play equipment and 2 x Jo Jo Tanks.
“We are beyond grateful to have the partnership and support of amazing donors,
who like us, believe in the value of investing in projects like Project Star. We are
moved by such genuine generosity,” said Goss.
Current partners in the project include (listed in alphabetical order): Bagnoli
family, Belgotex, Bidvest SACD, Container World Self Storage, Container World
Cotswold Downs Estate, Cretemix, Delprop6, Ed Weakley (Engineer), GROW
with Educare Centres, JOJO Tanks, John Clarkson (Land Surveyor), Kerry
Group, Key Group, Lead Architects, Nu-Quip, WW Solutions, ZBR Consulting
Engineers (Pty) Ltd.
The team look forward to commencing phase 1 of the project end of November
and aim for completion end of January 2021. If you would like to know more
about Project Star or feel moved to support, please don’t hesitate to get in touch
with Tayla on tayla@focusonithemba.org.
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2020 Highlights
Our iThemba Programmes Continued.
#growingheartsandminds
It is hard to believe that in just over a month, our 12 iThemba Scholars
will be waving goodbye to the 2020 academic year. It feels like it was just
yesterday that our two newest scholars began their first day at Waterfall
Pre-Primary and our 8 Preparatory Scholars moved up to a new grade!
The newness of them walking into the school grounds, meeting their
teachers and making new friends, is still so fresh in our minds - call us
overly sentimental, but we are all about valuing the memories that make
up each child’s educational journey.
2020, without question, was a year that produced a pressure on the
schooling system like no other - not just in South Africa but the world
over. ‘School’ took on a whole new meaning, where the responsibility
of teaching and maintaining mental stimulation, fell on the shoulders of
parents.

iThemba Scholars
Programme

Our 2020 impact
100% tuition, books, &
stationery for 12 children.

When the South African Government announced the news of a
nationwide lockdown in March, our Campus based educational body,
Waterfall Schools, prepared themselves for a season of ‘online learning’.
While we are grateful that the schools took steps to implement innovative
measures to ensure that school will continue from home, this did not
come without its own set of unique challenges for our scholars:
- many of our scholars’ families were without access to digital devices,
such as laptops, computers or tablets. In the case where laptops were
available, the problem of not knowing how to use the device was at play.
- another major concern for many families was the lack of WiFi and poor
connectivity - in some instances, no electricity. While we assisted families
with the purchase of data bundles, the demand and usage was excessive.
- exposure to English was limited and as such their language development
was impacted.
- when parents were able to resume working, supervision over school
work and other responsibilities was often a time struggle and our scholars
were left to tackle the school day on their own.
While this season was difficult for them, we cannot deny the incredible
growth that it produced in each of them. A touch of resilience, tenacity,
strength and independence has been added to their characters - all of
which enhance the growth of a wholesome child.
A LOCKDOWN SUCCESS STORY:
12 year old Ayanda Gasa was praised by her teacher for her never give up
attitude and unwaivering dedication to her work. Ayanda’s hard-working
ethic saw her work late into the evening to complete and submit her
work on time because her mom required the laptop for work. Amazingly,
Ayanda never missed one deadline!

Ayanda Gasa
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“These children are a blessing to the
school in many ways ...”
- Mr Brad Cooper, Principal of Waterfall Preparatory School

Snaps from
our latest
iThemba Scholars
photo shoot!
“The iThemba Scholars programme
is an amazing initiative that has
a massive impact on the lives of
young children. Since 2019, Waterfall
Pre-Primary School has welcomed four
iThemba Scholars to Grade 000 (two
each year). It has been wonderful to
witness the growth in these children,
and we look forward to welcoming
more iThemba Scholars
in 2021 and beyond.”
Paula Mason,
Principal of Waterfall Pre-Primary

ST
N
IO

We’re Growing
P2 more
D
AR
SCORECHearts
and Minds
in 2021!
We are fortunate to be in a
position to welcome another
TWO SCHOLARS into our
programme next year!
These scholars, aged 3-4 years,
will start their educational journey
with us at Waterfall Pre-Primary.
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“We are so grateful for all the good
that is coming out of our iThembaKids!”
- Lunga Mazeka, Focus on iThemba Social Worker
There is no better reward than seeing our iThemba Kids blossom
into wonderful young adults! We are so proud and grateful for all
the good that is coming out of all our children, those that are still at
school, University and the young adults who are now independent and
working. We are encouraged by their drive, positivity, resilience and
never-give-up attitude!
MINE’S NEWS

Sizakala Internet
Lounge
KuNe Wi-Fi

Musa with new car

Wiseman’s Business logo

Focus on iThemba continues to be a catalyst for contagious joy by
providing bridges of hope for life-altering positive change by investing
in children through quality education. This statement has proven to be
very true this year with Mine. The opportunity he was given to attend
Northwood High School changed his life completely. He is flourishing
and doing so well, and was recently appointed a prefect for 2021. He
has grown in all areas of his life - his academic standing has improved
significantly and he is brimming with such confidence and self-belief.
MARCUS AND ZAMANI’S NEWS
Both Marcus and Zamani will be completing their degrees at the end
of the year! We are proud of the way both boys have approached their
tertiary studies and think of them as they write their final examinations.
MUSA’S NEWS

David with new car

Towards the end of last year Musa bought his FIRST CAR! We are
glad to see him enjoying the freedom and responsibility of a new car!
Another highlight Musa had this year was the joy of being able to move
into his family home which he has been building for some time. His
dream has finally come to fruition!
DAVID’S NEWS
David was fortunate to receive an opportunity to work as a rep in the
Pharmaceuticals industry. He has grown incredibly, not just in himself
but also in his work capacity. He says that this job has inspired him to
step out of his comfort zone and helped him realize that he has the
ability to achieve more. The nature of his work allows him to network
with high profile professionals, like doctors and pharmacists. He was
also fortunate to buy a new car this year, a testimony to the hard work
he is doing!
WISEMAN AND TK’S NEWS
Wiseman has joined the Entrepreneurial world! He, with TK’s
assistance, has started up an Internet lounge in their local community,
Molweni. Sizakala Internet Lounge provides a much needed service,
offering customers access to WiFi, computers, printing and the sort.
We are so proud of them!

Lunga with Mine at his Prefect Award Ceremony
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A warm hello from our founders,
Danie and Judy.
#Gratefulhearts
		

We have a chance to make a difference, change a life, show care and kindness
through the projects, businesses, professions and programmes that we do. Every
moment of our day, we make daily contact with humanity. So much of that has been
threatened by the occurrences of the past months.

However, more than ever, we have been witness to what your care and kindness
has enabled those who you have touched through our programmes during this time.
Our iThemba Educare and iThemba Scholars Programmes have connected us and
enabled us to help one another as communities should and our iThemba Kids
have weathered the storm with hope and determination resulting in Wiseman opening
up his Internet Lounge, Mine receiving prefectship for 2021, Musa finally moving in to his
newly built and furnished home!
It is not over yet but our hearts remain thankful for our partnerships with you and the chance to continue to make a
difference, change a life, show care and kindness and always bring hope.
We wish you a wonderful Christmas and a blessed New Year.
With all our love,
Danie and Judy van den Heever

Our place
of hope!

iThemba Campus Drone footage - Nov 2019
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Thank you

for helping
us bring
contagious joy
to so
many hearts
this year!
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One of our strengths is our professional team
who have an inherent passion for non-profit work and
for making a significant difference to South Africa’s youth.

Our Team

* Danie van den Heever

Shelley Barron

CEO AND FOUNDER

MARKETING &
D O N O R R E L AT I O N S

Heather MacGregor

* Lunga Mazeka

O F F I C E A D M I N I ST R AT O R &
D O N O R A S S I STA N T

SOCIAL WORKER

Tayla-Anne Goss

Busi Khumalo

TEAM LEADER

ECD MONITOR

Prudence Mbambo

* Gavin Simpkins

Lene Venter

HOUSEKEEPING

ST R AT E G I C V O L U N T E E R

FINANCE

Helen Branken
BUSINESS MANAGER

* Part-time

Find us on
Social Media!

@focusonithemba
@focusonithemba
Focus on iThemba
Focus on iThemba

Talk to us:
SOUTH AFRICA - Focus on iThemba:
Tayla-Anne Goss, Team Leader
Tel: +27 (0) 31 710 1800 072 434 5519
iThemba Campus, Jacob House, 111 Ngwele Road, Hillcrest, 3610, South Africa
USA - Friends of iThemba:
Paul Bagnoli, Treasurer
Tel: +1 (908) 347 6831
PO Box 127, Ninety Six, South Carolina, 29666-0127, USA
www.focusonithemba.org

info@focusonithemba.org

www.facebook.com/focusonithemba www.instagram.com/focusonithemba

